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ABSTRACT: Microcapsules of the herbicide picloram (PLR) were formulated by a layer-by-layer (LbL) self-assembly method
using the polyelectrolyte biopolymers of biocompatible chitosan (CS) and the UV-absorbent sodium lignosulfonate (SL) as shell
materials. The herbicide PLR was recrystallized and characterized using XRD analysis. The obtained PLR-loaded microcapsules
were characterized by using SEM, FTIR, CLSM, and ζ-potential measurements. The herbicide loading and encapsulation
efficiency were also analyzed for the PLR-loaded microcapsules. The influence of LbL layer numbers on herbicide release and
photodegradation rates was investigated in vitro. The results showed that the release rates and photodegradation rates of PLR in
microcapsules decreased with increasing number of CS/SL self-assembly layers. The results demonstrated that polyelectrolyte
biopolymer-based LbL multilayer microcapsules can be a promising approach for the controlled release of PLR as well as other
pesticides with poor photostability or short half-release time.
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■ INTRODUCTION

Despite the great effort made by the agrochemical industry in
recent years to produce new types of formulations such as
suspension concentrate (SC), emulsifiable concentrate (EC),
and aqueous solution (AS), there are still important problems
derived from the immediate release of the active ingredients,
which lead to toxicity risks near the plants as a result of high
pesticide concentrations in a short period. Therefore, excessive
quantities of these chemical substances are needed to
compensate such losses, also resulting in an important
economic loss; at the same time, it is harmful to human health
as well as the environment.1 The use of controlled release
formulations of pesticides, which are well-known to have many
advantages over conventional formulations, particularly for
reducing active ingredient release rate and prolonging time of
activity, could be a potential solution to the problems
mentioned above.2−4 In controlled release systems, micro-
encapsulation is a versatile technology in which liposomes,
microgels, microemulsions, and colloids have been widely
employed as pesticide carriers. Many achievements have been
made in the field of herbicide encapsulation for controlled
release.5−9

In recent years, a novel microencapsulation technology based
on layer-by-layer (LbL) assembly of oppositely charged
polyelectrolytes has been developed.10−12 With the LbL
technique, polyelectrolyte multilayers can be fabricated on
various colloid templates such as polymeric particles, organic/
inorganic crystals, and blood cells13,14 due to the electrostatic
attraction between oppositely charged polyelectrolytes.15

Various natural and synthetic polyelectrolytes have been used
to constitute the core−shell microcapsules, allowing the capsule
wall to be tailored in the nanometer scale.16 The multilayer
films can also be modified with lipids, magnetite nanoparticles,
and bioactive immunoglobulin to add special functions to the
microcapsules.17,18 The thickness of the microcapsule wall,

which directly influences the core’s permeability when diffusing
outward and further determines the release rate as well, can be
easily tailored by polyelectrolytes species, layer numbers,
solution conditions, etc.19 The LbL assembly technique has
become a promising approach and been well documented for
microencapsulation in modern medication and pharmaceut-
icals.20−23 However, no study on pesticide encapsulated via LbL
for controlled release has been reported before. In our work,
the herbicide picloram (PLR, Figure 1a) was investigated as the
model drug, on which the LbL assembly process was
conducted.
Picloram (4-amino-3,5,6-trichloropicolinic acid) (PLR), a

chlorinated herbicide, was introduced in 1963 and widely used
for controlling annual and perennial shrubs, woody plants, and
broadleaf weeds in pasture and cereal crop fields.24,25 It could
be readily absorbed by plants and stimulate DNA, RNA, and
protein synthesis at low concentrations but inhibit cell division
and growth at higher concentrations.26 The herbicide is highly
active at low application rate25 but has relatively low toxicity to
animal species.27 However, PLR is relatively water-soluble (430
μg/mL)28 and easily leaches into surface water and ground-
waters, resulting in a risk of groundwater contamination and
imposing adverse health and environmental effects.29−32 On the
other hand, PLR is susceptible to rapid photodegradation in
water and plant surfaces and has an average half-life of 2.6 days
only,33 which largely restricts its utilization and spraying
efficiency. Therefore, it is necessary to investigate a new
approach to improving PLR’s photostability and actual efficacy
and diminish the environmental pollution associated with its
application as well.
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In this study, we intended to investigate the controlled
release of PLR encapsulated with natural polyelectrolytes
chitosan (CS, Figure 1b) and sodium lignosulfonate (SL,
Figure 1c) as deposited materials. Natural polyelectrolytes such
as chitosan, ethylcellulose, carboxymethocel, lignin, and alginate
are preferred to synthetic polymers because of their nontoxicity,
biodegradability, low cost, and free availability.34−37 Chitosan
has attracted considerable attention because of its potential
wide range of industrial applications and been investigated and
used for encapsulation in recent years.38−41 Noticeably,
chitosan is not just a natural antimicrobial in agriculture; its
derivatives can also enrich the soil and then increase crop
production.42 Lignosulfonate, a polyanion with sulfonated
groups, is a water-soluble and inexpensive product separated
from brown liquor by the pulp and paper industries.43 Its
protective properties, such as being UV-light absorbent, an
antioxidant, and biodegradable in the environment, make it
appropriate for LbL assembly.44−46 In this study, the picloram
microcrystals were used as the LbL template, whereas CS and
SL were directly deposited on the template alternately. The
morphology, encapsulation efficiency, and herbicide loading as
well as the photostability of PLR-loaded microcapsules were
investigated. The release characteristics of those PLR-loaded
(CS/SL) microcapsules were investigated in vitro related to the
layer numbers of self-assembly and the fine structure of the
microcapsules. The results gained would provide further
understanding of the remarkable controlled release character-

istics of polyelectrolyte biopolymer used as layer-by-layer
materials.

■ MATERIALS AND METHODS
Materials. Commercial PLR was provided by Lier Chemical Co.,

Ltd., China. Chitosan (deacetylation, 95%; average Mw, 532000 g/mol;
viscosity, 80−90 cps; AK Biotech Ltd., China) and sodium
lignosulfonate (technical grade, average Mw, 5300 g/mol; sulfonic
group content, 1.15 mmol/g; Huaweiyoubang Co., Ltd., China) were
selected as polyelectrolytes for the LbL assembly. Sodium dodecyl
benzene sulfonate (SDBS) was purchased from Sinopharm Chemical
Reagent Co., Ltd., China, and fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC) from
Sigma. Other chemicals were all analytical reagents and used as
received. The water used throughout the experiments was purified by a
Hi-tech Master-Q purification system and had a resistivity of >18.2
MΩ·cm.

Recrystallization. The picloram powder was dissolved into
sodium hydroxide solution (1 mol/L, 50 °C) under rapid agitation,
and then, with the presence of SDBS (0.2 g/L), an excess amount of
hydrochloric acid (1 mol/L, 50 °C) was added under stirring until the
pH value of the solution reduced to approximately 1. The mixture was
precipitated for several hours and then filtered with the nylon
membrane filters. Finally, the recrystallized microcrystals obtained
were dried in air and kept in a desiccator for further use. All operations
were performed in the dark.

Encapsulation of PLR Microcrystals by LbL Assembly. The
encapsulation process of PLR microcrystals by LbL assembly is shown
in Figure 2. To prevent the PLR microcrystals from dissolving during

the LbL assembly procedure, the rinsing water used during the
experiment was saturated with PLR. The CS solution was prepared by
dissolving CS powder into acetic acid solution (2%, v/v) by gentle
stirring. The ionic strength was adjusted to 0.5 M by adding NaCl, and
the pH value was adjusted to 4 using sodium hydroxide solution. Only
freshly prepared CS solution (<8 h) was used throughout the
experiment. The SL solution was prepared by dissolving SL powder
into deionized water. The ionic strength was also adjusted to 0.5 M by
adding NaCl, and the pH value was adjusted to 4 by adding acetic acid
solution. For the deposition of the first layer onto the PLR
microcrystals, the positively charged CS solution (2 mg/mL, 1 mL)
was added into the acetic acid solution of PLR microcrystals (50 mg)
with a pH of 4. After being gently shaken (15 min), the suspension
was centrifuged using a centrifuge (TGL-16G, Shanghai, China) at
10000 rpm for 5 min. The supernatant was discarded. The CS-coated
microcrystals were thoroughly washed with PLR-saturated solution
twice to remove the excess polyelectrolyte before further assembly. For
the following deposition of SL layer onto the CS-coated microcrystals,
the negatively charged SL solution (2 mg/mL, 1 mL) was added into
the acetic acid solution of the CS-coated PLR microcrystals (50 mg)
with a pH of 4. Consecutive alternating CS and SL layers were
deposited until the desired layers of coating was achieved.

Measurements of the Herbicide Loading (HL) and Encap-
sulation Efficiency (EE). To determine the HL, accurately weighed
10 mg microcapsules were added into ethanol and PLR was
thoroughly dissolved in ethanol. The UV absorbance of PLR
concentration in ethanol was determined on a TU-1810 UV−vis

Figure 1. Chemical structures of picloram (a), chitosan (b), and
sodium lignosulfonate (c). (In lignosulfonates the relative contents of
phenylpropanoid monomers, sulfonate groups, and linkage types are
known, but their relative locations as well as the detailed branching
pattern and position of charged groups are less well understood. The
fragment shown is meant to illustrate general features rather than
specifically identified structures.) Figure 2. Illustration of the encapsulation of PLR microcrystals by LbL

assembly and drug release from the PLR microcapsules. (This
schematic drawing is to demonstrate the LbL self-assembly process
rather than the actual size of the wall and core in the microcapsules.)
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spectrophotometer at 224 nm, and then the HL and EE were
calculated according to eqs 1 and 2, respectively.

= ×HL (%)
mass of herbicide in microcapsules

mass of microcapsules
100

(1)

= ×EE (%)
mass of herbicide in microcapsules

initial mass of herbicide
100

(2)

Measurement of Herbicide Release. Picloram release from the
PLR-loaded CS/SL microcapsules (10 mg) was investigated in vitro at
25 °C in 300 mL reagent bottles containing 200 mL of an ethanol−
water solution (5%, v/v) using a controlled environment incubator
orbital shaker (Tianyou Co., Jiangsu Province, China) at 150 rpm.
After different time intervals, 1 mL of solution was sampled and 1 mL
of fresh ethanol−water solution was added to the reagent bottle to
maintain constant volume and “sink” condition. The sampled solution
was then filtered through a cellulose membrane filter (diameter,13
mm; pore size, 0.45 μm; Membrance Solutions Inc.) prior to UV
analysis and was analyzed on a TU-1810 UV−vis spectrophotometer
at 224 nm for determination of PLR released. The amount of PLR
released was calculated by UV absorbance measured with the help of
the calibration curve of PLR (0.5−18 mg/L).47 The same experiment
was done with the uncoated PLR as a control for comparison. All
release experiments were conducted in triplicates at room temperature
(∼25 °C).
Photodegradation Measurement. Accurately weighed micro-

capsules (each sample contained an equivalent amount of the active
ingredient PLR of 10 mg) coated with 4, 8, and 12 layers together with
uncoated PLR as a control were dispersed in PLR saturated solution
for investigation of the photostability of PLR. Samples in transparent
glass vessels were placed in a light-proof cabinet and exposed to UV
light for up to 30 min. A 103 W mercury short arc lamp (λ = 365 ± 15
nm) was used as the exciting light source for UV irradiation. The
intensity of light was controlled to be ∼5 mW/cm2. After certain time
intervals, 0.5 mL of sample was collected from each treatment, and
then PLR was extracted with ethanol and measured by UV analysis.
Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM). The morphologies of PLR

microcrystals before and after recrystallization as well as the feature of
hollow capsules collected at the end of the release experiment were
characterized by SEM (Hitachi S-4700, Japan, operated at 20 kV). The
sample suspension was dropped onto a glass slide, dried in air, and
then sputtered with gold before observation.
Confocal Laser Scanning Microscopy (CLSM). To validate the

distribution of depositing materials on the microcrystals, FITC was
used to label the chitosan to make the microcapsules visualized.48 The
coated picloram microcrystals were observed under a FV1000-IX81
confocal scanning system (Olympus) equipped with a 100× oil
immersion objective with a numerical aperture (NA) of 1.4, and the
excitation wavelength was 488 nm.
XRD Measurement. Powder X-ray diffraction patterns were

measured by a diffractometer (UTtima III, Japan) using Cu Kα
radiation. The samples were analyzed for 2θ values from 5 to 70 with a
scanning speed of 5°/min.
ζ-Potential Measurement. The charges on the PLR microcrystal

surface after the deposition of consecutive polyelectrolyte layers were
monitored using a zeta-sizer (Zetaplus, USA). The coated PLR
microparticles were redispersed in deionized water, and the ζ-potential
was determined from their mobility measurement. For each sample, six
successive measurements were carried out to get an average.
FTIR Spectra. Infrared spectra of all samples were performed using

KBr pellets in the 4000−400 cm−1 region using a Nicolet 380
spectrophotometer.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Recrystallization. The release rates of the drug from

microcapsules were affected by internal factors such as the
species and properties of shell materials, the shape and size of
the drug as well as its solubility, and some external conditions
(pH, ionic strength, etc.) employed.22 The commercial PLR

microcrystals have irregular shape and rough surface and are
different in size, as shown in Figure 3a, which poses an adverse

effect on the further assembly of polyelectrolytes onto the
microcrystals. Especially, the microcrystals with different size
would dissolve at different speeds according to their surface-to-
volume ratio, which exerts an influence directly upon the
herbicide release rates and is disadvantageous to the subsequent
investigation of the release mechanism of PLR from micro-
capsules. Thus, it is necessary to implement a recrystallization
process of PLR for homogeneous microcrystals. PLR is an
acidic herbicide in the pyridine carboxylic acid family, and its
solubility is expected to decrease as pH decreases; the
commercial PLR powders were thus dissolved thoroughly in
alkaline solution and recrystallized by adjusting the pH close to
1.49 The morphology of the obtained microcrystals is shown in
Figure 3b. In comparison with the commercial PLR, the
recrystallized microcrystals are in a columnar shape with
approximately uniform length of about 1−4 μm. The obtained
microcrystals with regular shape and similar size are beneficial
for the further encapsulation by self-assembly and the in vitro
release study. The results are in accordance with the conclusion
from X-ray diffraction of the PLR before and after
recrystallization. As shown in Figure 4, both patterns exhibited

a strong diffraction peak at a 2θ value of 26, indicating its crystal
structure. In contrast to the commercial PLR, the characteristic
peak of the microcrystals obtained from recrystallization is
much stronger, with a few other peaks weakened in intensity.
The XRD data demonstrate that the recrystallized microcrystals
possess a higher orientation degree as the result of a
realignment process, forming more regular structure.

Figure 3. SEM micrographs of PLR microcrystals before (a) and after
(b) recrystallization.

Figure 4. X-ray diffraction patterns of PLR before and after
recrystallization.
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Encapsulation of PLR Microcrystals. The alternative
deposition of CS and SL onto the PLR microcrystals was
monitored by ζ-potential measurement with the results shown
in Figure 5. The uncoated microcrystal surface was negatively

charged with a potential of −16 mV, serving as the substrate for
the adsorption of CS polycation as the first layer. The potential
was converted to +18 mV for the first layer CS and around −14
mV for the first layer SL and then changed alternatively
afterward. The surface-modified microcrystals were prevented
from aggregating because of the ionic and/or steric interactions
of the thin coating and, thus, stable in the aqueous solution.
The obvious alternative changes in the surface charges between
opposite signs were strong evidence that the alternating
deposition of CS and SL onto the microcrystals was achieved,
which was also the characteristic of the polyelectrolyte
multilayer formulation via the LbL assembly process.41

The SEM images of PLR microcrystals before and after
coating are shown in Figure 6. By comparison of the insets
shown in Figure 6a,b, it is obvious that the uncoated
microcrystals had a smooth surface, whereas the microcrystals
encapsulated with five bilayers of CS/SL had a much rougher

surface. This result can be explained by the formation of a
polyelectrolyte film onto the microcrystal surface, and the
polyelectrolyte film shrunk when dried for SEM measurement.
Figure 6c depicts the image of the hollow microcapsules
collected at the end of the release experiment, in which the
collapsed structure with its integrity maintained is clearly
demonstrated. The folds and ruffles on the surface of the
microcapsules are rather typical for collapsed hollow micro-
capsules due to water evaporation during drying and the
removal of drug from the inside.50 CLSM was also employed to
verify the coating on PLR microcrystals with polyelectrolyte
multilayers. The homogeneous green fluorescence intensity
suggests a uniform polyelectrolyte distribution due to the
effective probing of FITC to chitosan. All of the aforemen-
tioned results plus the alternative reverse of the colloid surface
charge demonstrated that the fabrication of polyelectrolyte
multilayers onto PLR microcrystals via LbL self-assembly was
successful.
However, there was an inevitable loss of PLR microcrystals as

a result of frequent centrifugation and a rinse step during the
self-assembly procedure. It was anticipated that some of the
microcrystals would partially dissolve in the solutions of rinse
and redispersal, as well as adhere to the container walls in the
rinsing process. The encapsulation efficiency calculated on the
basis of UV absorbance of the extracts collected from the
ethanol solution of PLR microcapsules decreased from 87.6%
for the PLR microcapsules with four layers to 72.7% for the
microcapsules with eight layers and even further to 49.8% for
the microcapsules with 12 layers. Therefore, high retention for
the drug encapsulation via the LbL self-assembly process is still
an open question in the technology.20

FTIR spectra of CS, SL, PLR microcrystals, PLR-loaded
microcapsules with (CS/SL)5, and the CS/SL shell after
thorough extraction of PLR microcrystals are shown in Figure
7. For CS, the absorption band located at 3424 cm−1 originates

from the stretching vibration of the N−H group combined with
the O−H group, and the peaks at 1657 and 1596 cm−1 are
ascribed to amide I and II bands.51,52 As to SL, the absorption
bands at 1512 and 1043 cm−1 are attributed to the C9 aromatic
skeletal vibration and the stretching vibration of the SO,
respectively. For the CS/SL shell, the original characteristic
absorptions of SO group at 1043 cm−1 for SL and the amide
I, II at 1657 and 1596 cm−1 for CS almost disappear, whereas

Figure 5. ζ-Potential on the surface of the PLR-loaded microcapsules
with different layer numbers of self-assembly.

Figure 6. SEM micrographs of (a) the recrystallized PLR microcrystals
and (b) PLR microcrystals after coating with five bilayers (insets are
closeups of their corresponding surfaces); (c) hollow microcapsules
after complete release of PLR; (d) CLSM image of PLR microcrystals
coated with five bilayers of FITC-CS/SL.

Figure 7. FTIR spectra of CS, SL, PLR microcrystals, PLR/(CS/SL)5
microcapsules, and CS/SL shell after complete release of PLR.
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new absorption peaks appear at 1606 and 1462 cm−1, which
indicates strong electrostatic interaction between negatively
charged sulfuric acid ions (−SO3

−) on SL and the positively
charged amino groups (−NH3

+) on CS. Moreover, the
characteristic absorption of PLR microcrystals can hardly be
detected in the spectrum of CS/SL shell, indicating the
complete dissolution of the microcrystal cores. With respect to
the PLR microcrystals, the spectra before and after coating are
nearly identical, which demonstrates well the chemical structure
of PLR was not changed during the whole LbL assembly
procedure. The herbicide loading of PLR-loaded microcapsules
(shown in Table1) also suggests that the amount of
polyelectrolyte shell is low in the entire microcapsule.

Photostability of PLR-Loaded Microcapsules. The
remaining PLR in microcapsules obtained from the photo-
stability measurement are displayed in Figure 8 as a function of

reaction time. The control sample (uncoated PLR) underwent
a rapid photodegradation, with only about 30% of PLR
remaining after UV exposure for 10 min. By contrast, the
degradation rates of all PLR-loaded microcapsules appeared to
reduce remarkably, with >50% of PLR remaining in samples
after being exposed to UV light irradiation for 30 min.
Furthermore, the amount of PLR remaining in microcapsules
increased as the layer numbers increased. The improvement in
photostability of PLR was owing to sodium lignosulfonate,
which could absorb UV light and was used as the anionic
polyelectrolyte of LbL assembly material for encapsulation of
PLR, providing great protection for the PLR core against UV
light-induced degradation. On the other hand, the use of

chitosan as the cationic polyelectrolyte of LbL assembly
material for encapsulation of PLR can also provide protection
for the PLR core, leading to reduction in the photodegradation
of PLR.

In Vitro Release Experiment. The amount of PLR
released from microcapsules with different polyelectrolyte
layers was quantified by measuring the UV absorbance of the
sample collected at different time intervals from the solution
containing the PLR-loaded microcapsules. These data are
shown as a function of time in Figure 9 together with that of

the uncoated PLR for comparison. The half release times t50
(shown in Table 1) were 0.43, 1.02, and 2.26 h for the PLR-
loaded microcapsules with 4, 8, and 12 polyelectrolyte layers,
respectively, compared with 0.05 h for the uncoated PLR
microcrystals. Thus, the t50 values were 9, 20, and 45 times
longer for the PLR-loaded microcapsules than for the uncoated
PLR. The total release times for the corresponding micro-
capsules were 4.66, 7.28, and 10.75 h, whereas the uncoated
PLR microcrystals dissolved completely in 4.18 h. It seems that
the PLR microcrystals encapsulated with 4 layers of
polyelectrolytes make no significant difference to the total
release time, whereas the 8 and 12 layer coatings of
polyelectrolytes were thick enough to provide much slower
release. As expected, the release rates of PLR from the PLR-
loaded microcapsules decreased as the layer number of the
microcapsules increased. Similar results have been observed for
encapsulation and release of several biomedicines such as
ibuprofen, indomethacin, furosemide, and camptothe-
cin.20−22,53 This decrease in the multilayer permeability was
attributed to the increase in shell thickness and partial closure
of the pores existing in the deposited polyelectrolyte layers with
further deposition.
In a controlled release system, a major problem is the

obvious initial burst during which a great amount of drug
releases, resulting in an acutely high drug concentration and
failure of the controlled release.54,55 As we can see from Figure
9, there was an initial burst in the release profile of the uncoated
PLR microcrystals, whereas that of PLR from microcapsules
appeared to be depressed considerably during the whole
process. Furthermore, the initial burst of the microcapsules with
12 layers lasted for the shortest time among the samples. These
results demonstrate that the multilayer encapsulation of the
PLR microcrystals can not only prolong the release time but

Table 1. Characteristic Parameters of PLR-Loaded
Microcapsules

layer
HLa

(%)
EEb

(%)
K × 10−2

(h−n) nc rd t50
e (h)

4 96.7 87.6 64.85 0.311 ± 0.053 0.947 0.433
8 95.2 72.7 49.66 0.453 ± 0.020 0.993 1.015
12 93.3 49.8 32.53 0.528 ± 0.018 0.994 2.257

aThe herbicide loading of the PLR-loaded microcapsules. bThe
encapsulation efficiency of the PLR-loaded microcapsules. cThe
diffusion parameter for the release mechanism. dCorrelation
coefficient. eThe time required for 50% release of PLR.

Figure 8. Percentage of PLR remaining in microcapsules with 4, 8, and
12 layers after being exposed to UV light for 30 min in comparison to
the uncoated PLR as a control (error bars represent the standard
deviation of three replicates).

Figure 9. Release profiles of PLR from (CS/CL) microcapsules with 0,
4, 8, and 12 polyelectrolyte layers (error bars represent the standard
deviation of three replicates).
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also depress the initial “burst effect” to some degree. Therefore,
it should be possible to design controlled-release microdevices
with desirable release rates by regulating the deposited
polyelectrolyte layers during the LbL assembly process.
Finally, the release mechanisms of the PLR were also

investigated for the CS/SL microcapsules. The release of PLR
from the CS/SL microcapsules should involve two courses: (i)
the bulk solution diffuses into the microcapsules to dissolve the
core microcrystals, and (ii) the dissolved PLR molecules diffuse
out of the microcapsules. It is expected that at the early release
stage the PLR concentration within the microcapsules is very
high (≈ its saturation concentration), and the same
concentration is sustained until the core microcrystals dissolve
completely.56 During this period, the permeability of the
microcapsule shell is the determining factor controlling the
release rates, explaining why the release rate decreases as the
microcapsule wall thickness increases.22 Here, we analyzed the
kinetic release data of the PLR from microcapsules by applying
the empirical equation57

=M M Kt/ n
t 0 (3)

where Mt/M0 is the percentage of active ingredient released at
time t, K is a constant that incorporates characteristics of the
macromolecular network system and the active ingredient, and
n is a diffusional parameter, which is indicative of the transport
mechanism.
The values of K, n, and t50 obtained from the initial 60% of

PLR released are presented in Table 1. According to correlation
coefficients, we can deduce that the release profiles of PLR
from microcapsules with 8 and 12 layers fit well to the empirical
equation. The values of the parameter n for 8 and 12 layer
capsules are 0.453 and 0.528, which are very close to 0.5
reported for the diffusion mechanism of spherical formulations
in the ref 57. The results suggested that the release mechanism
of PLR from the (CS/CL) microcapsules in this study is
Fickian diffusion.
In summary, recrystallized PLR microcrystals have been

successfully encapsulated by a layer-by-layer self-assembly
method using polyelectrolyte biopolymers of chitosan and
sodium lignosulfonate as the mutilayer wall materials. Improved
photostability and sustained drug release were achieved for the
PLR-loaded (CS/CL) microcapsules. Both the photodegrada-
tion and release rates of PLR from (CS/CL) microcapsules
decreased as the layer numbers of self-assembly increased. The
results suggest that the polyelectrolyte biopolymers can be used
as assembly materials for encapsulation of low water-soluble
pesticide for controlled release. There are some limitations of
the LbL assembly process for pesticide encapsulation at the
current stage, such as restricted applicability to ionizable
pesticides as model compounds only, low encapsulation
efficiency, and high cost to achieve multiple-layer encapsula-
tions. Nevertheless, the LbL self-assembly method for the
encapsulation of pesticides is a promising method for the
precisely controlled release of herbicides and has potential
practical applications. Additionally, the use of sodium
lignosulfonate as the wall material for encapsulation of
pesticides could be a new approach for applying the low-cost
SL in the controlled release of pesticides. An approach for
further increasing the EE and simplifying the self-assembly
process needd further study.
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